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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the factors affecting the decision to study in a Bachelor of
Physical Therapy (revised curriculum 2017), School of Allied Health Sciences, University of Phayao.
The samples included 60 first-year physical therapy students. The tool used in this research was a
rating scale-based questionnaire with a reliability of 0.97. Descriptive statistics was used to describe
results of the study and to report frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The results
demonstrated that factors affecting the decision to study in a Bachelor of Physical Therapy, School
of Allied Health Sciences, University of Phayao presented with a high level of overall mean score
(M = 354, S.D.= 0.57). When considering each factor, it was found that mean scores of career
necessity (u = 3.91, S.D.= 0.58), curriculum (u = 3.69, S.D.= 0.58), and education elements (U = 3.55,
S.D.= 0.52) were at a high level. The mean score of influence of involved persons was at a
moderate level (u = 3.00, S.D.= 0.60). It can be concluded that stability and career advancement
are the most important factors in deciding to enroll in the Physical Therapy Program. Therefore,
the development and maintenance of professional standards in physical therapy are essential, and
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the institution should promote and make the physical therapy profession recognized and well-
known as widely as possible.
Keywords: decision making, decision making to study, Bachelor of Physical Therapy
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